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Student Evaluations from College Writing

“Like the best writers, Nick made a point to address philosophy, ethics and other dogma with the intention of inciting discussion…being passionate about a subject is common, but being passionate about making others passionate is unique.” 
“Nicholas Courtright was a great instructor. I really appreciate all his guidance and his feedback.  He made me feel really comfortable in class and always addressed my weaknesses in such a way that I didn't feel embarrassed or bad about my assignments.”
“The best teacher I've had.  He inspired me to think more deeply.”  

“This class improved my writing skills 100%...I've really grown to enjoy writing more because of this class.” 

“This class made me think and wonder beyond any class I've ever had.  It didn't focus on the text but the issues in the text, and each reading had some life lesson for the class to help apply the thinking skills and knowledge grown in class for future success.” 

 “I wish I had this class again next semester.” 

“He made sure we never doubted ourselves...this class improved my other classes.” 

“I really enjoyed his enthusiasm and passion.  It kept me motivated and pushed me to strive to do better.” 

“Nick really challenged me as a writer and enabled me to gain confidence when taking risks…One of the best teachers I have ever had.”

“This class greatly exceeded my expectations of what a college writing class could be.”

“I loved this class.  It was fun and intellectually stimulating.  You’ll be seeing me in another one of your classes.”

“Very challenging.  I definitely used a part of the brain I hadn't used before.” 

“I think he is by far the best [professor] I have ever had…this class was such a wonderful experience.”

“Thanks for being the kind of teacher who exposes students to the greater reality.”

“Nick taught me how to think.”

“Excellent teacher…really made you think and connect to readings and relate them to your writings.”

“I learned how to write a good paper, which is something that everyone else has failed to teach me.”

“This class spawned thought-provoking conversations on a daily basis...the thought level is far superior to the monotony of other courses.” 

“I honestly feel I've learned a lot from this class...Nick is without a doubt the best professor I've had this year.” 

“I am definitely a stronger writer because of Nick.”

“Great instructor…I will take a lot of these ideas with me for a long time.”

“Never had such a thought-provoking teacher.”  

“[I] had to take this class as a requirement, but I’m glad I did.”

“He was a really good professor, and knew how to get through to us.”

“I really think Courtright knows everything ever.  I loved the format of this class…it made me understand not only what I believe but why I think the way I do…I’m so happy I was forced to take this class.”

“This was my favorite class that I’ve taken in my first year…it’s a shame College Writing isn’t a required class [anymore] because this one was great.”

“I thought harder and deeper in this class than any other class all year…[Courtright] helped a lot and pushed us to learn and do our best.”

“Honestly, this was probably my most intellectually challenging course this semester.  We didn’t just learn about writing but we actually explored ideas.  This is what made it difficult, but I’m definitely glad I was exposed to these ideas.”

“Most people complain about their College Writing experience, but I really enjoyed mine, and I think other people did, too.”

“It scared me at first how challenging this class sounded, but throughout I began to appreciate the challenge and creativity required.” 

“This was definitely a challenging course.  I really had to think about my essays…my researching skills and writing skills improved a lot through this class.  He is an awesome teacher.”

“Amazing, really.”

“One of my favorite English teachers ever.” 

Student Evaluations from Creative Writing – Poetry 

“Yet again, Courtright taught my most interesting and favorite class of the semester…I’ve never had a teacher more engaging and interested in his students…This is the best teacher at Southwestern.”

“Writing poetry is hard, but Courtright made the process easier…I would love to take another class with him.”

“Courtright is a very good professor who needs to be kept around.  I feel that the progression I have seen in my work simply because of this class has shown me even more how badly this school needs a creative writing major.”

“Best teacher I had this semester.  Seems to genuinely care about what students take from his class.”

“I wish all my English professors had the same attitude and personality.  I learned more useful writing techniques/strategies in this class than in all my other English classes combined.  Seriously.”

“[Courtright is a] pretty empowering person…I wish I could major in Creative Writing.”

“The way class discussions were conducted was great—criticisms were constructive and everyone was respectful.  Make Courtright President.”

“He was amazing.”

“I looked forward to this class each week, and I cannot say that about many classes that I have taken here.”

“Learning how to improve my poetry skills has even literally improved my ability to write research papers.  THAT is a powerful course.”

“Probably my favorite class I’ve taken in college.”

Student Evaluations from Great Film, Great Lit

“[Courtright was] thought-provoking as usual, always willing to help…it was like a book club on steroids, in a good way.”

“Courtright was fun, helpful, and intellectually engaging.  Would take this class again.”

“I really like the premise of this class and think it’s a great way to use literature to engage critically and creatively with contemporary culture.”

“Courtright is a great prof and I hope [this class] will continue to be offered.”

“I loved this class.  It made me work but was not overwhelming, and I feel like it was definitely worth it.  Courtright is one of the best teachers I’ve had.”

“Awesome, fair, and smart.”

“Engaging and knowledgeable, [Courtright] relates to students very well.”

“He always welcomed questions/comments after class and was extremely approachable…I really enjoyed this course and will be extremely disappointed if it’s not offered to other students in the future.”

“I loved this class!”

Student Evaluations from Existence & Reality: Advanced Writing

“I hope that I get to take a Courtright class in the future…highly recommended for any intellectual.”

“[This class] blew my mind repeatedly…gave me a whole new perspective on life…great class.”

“This class forced me to think conceptually and in ways I wouldn’t normally.  The material was broad-based, and yet we could focus on elements that were particularly helpful/challenging.”

“We analyzed material that is often completely ignored in Western education.  Any opportunity to discuss the undiscussed is a good move by a teacher.”

“Awesome class.  Always entertaining and enlightening.”

“The papers were fun to write (I’m serious.  I actually had fun writing papers).”

“The material spurred ideas/learning in other classes, too!”

“I loved this class!  I actually learned a lot about myself as a person from studying and discussing this material.”

“Courtright’s general attitude and the nature of the material we studied accommodated a comfortable setting in which the class was comfortable and eager to contribute to discussion.”

“This class delved into places I’ve never been asked to explore in my other classes.  Usually other classes focus on the world as it is, here, now and all of the social implications that come with marginalized identity.  It was refreshing to dig into some weird stuff—to focus on the things we can’t see, think through things we can’t necessarily prove.  I think it also helped me to think through ways I can reconnect with my spiritual side without having to negate all of the knowledge I am accruing in school.”

